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Penne Parm and Liver & Onions
WED 6AM-8PM - Goulash, Hot Turkey 
Sandwich or Haddock
THURS 6AM-8PM - Chicken & Biscuits or 
Haddock: Battered, Breaded, Baked
FRI 6AM-2PM - Haddock, Fish Sandwiches, 
Tuna Melts & New England Clam Chowder
SAT & SUN OPEN AT 6AM - Eggs Benedict,
Banana Walnut Pancakes, Spinach & Feta
Omelet & Our Full Breakfast & Lunch Menu 
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Check us out on FACEBOOK - Become a fan

            Lewiston-Porter Sentinel

Please Call Circulation at 773-7676 ext 105
Since 1944

NIAGARA FRONTIER 
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WALKING DELIVERY ROUTE 
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AGE 11 AND UP TEENS 
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Amount of papers 80-210 
$35.00-$60.00 per month.
Papers delivered to your home.
Delivery is every Friday.
No Collecting - No Inserting
Independent Contractor

Oxbow Lane/N. 8th Area,  
Lewiston 

www.oldfortniagara.org
745-7611

WE ARE OPEN!

CAPACITY WILL BE CAPPED 
AT 25% IN INDOOR SPACES

Visitors please note the following: We are committed to 
keeping you healthy and safe, but we cannot guarantee you 
will not be exposed to COVID-19. We rely on you to protect 
yourself by washing your hands often and avoid touching your 
face, maintain your distance from others, and avoid touching 
surfaces.

Old Fort Niagara’s complete safety plan is detailed at
 www.oldfortniagara.org/visitor-information.

Daily hours of operation 
Wednesday - Sunday 10am-4pm 

Closed Monday & Tuesday

Mon.-Fri. 10AM-7PM | Sat. 7AM-4PM 
Owner: Kyle Kabel

Cash & Walk-Ins Only

1040 Payne Ave. 

GENTLEMEN’S 
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BARBER
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SENIOR HAIR CUT 
SPECIAL $8
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‘In the Loop’ with the Lewiston-Porter Board of Education

Lew-Port addressing many changes with new school year
BY JODEE RIORDAN
Board of Education President

Lewiston-Porter is up and run-
ning, with students, faculty and 
staff back to school both in-per-
son and virtually. Thank you to 
everyone for your patience and 
support as we navigate return-
ing to school during a global pan-
demic.

With so many changes, so many 
new learning models, schedules, 
protocols, rules, restrictions and 
traffi c patterns, launching 2020-
21 is a lot to manage. In any given 
year, there are always scheduling, 
transportation and technology is-
sues, and this year was no differ-
ent; but all things considered, it is 
going well. The fi rst weeks are a 
time to get oriented and address 
challenges.

Monday, Sept. 14, was the fi rst 
day of virtual learning for stu-
dents in the hybrid model, and 
marked the fi rst full week of new 
academics/graded instruction for 
the 2020-21 school year for all stu-
dents. This is all a very new and 
different and challenging, and we 
at Lewiston-Porter know things 
will continue to evolve as we go 
forward. As I noted in our last “In 
the Loop,” new guidance on food 
service to public health was is-
sued at the wire. Let’s take a look 
at these changes: 

•In accordance with the latest 
New York state guidelines, the 
Lewiston-Porter Central School 
District will be providing all Lew-
iston-Porter students with meals 
daily at no cost. Students will 
have regular breakfast and lunch 
served on the days that they are 
in school. On days students are 
remote (hybrid and all 100% re-
mote learners), families will be 
asked to pick up meals. The grab-

and-go bags will consist of two 
meals (breakfast and lunch). This 
service began Tuesday, Sept. 
8, and will continue throughout 
the 2020-21 school year, or until 
amended by further New York 
state guidance. 

Meal pick-up procedures are 
as follows: Lunches will be avail-
able for pick up Monday; Tuesday 
(for Tuesday and Wednesday), 
and Thursday (for Thursday and 
Friday). Families will pick up the 
grab-and-go meals at the high 
school main entrance. We ask 
that families follow the following 
time guidelines (when possible) 
to avoid crowding and traffi c is-
sues. Students with last names 
from A-L, 8:30-9:15 a.m.; and last 
names from M-Z, 9:15-10 a.m. 
Families are asked to present 
identifi cation at pick up.

Families who are eligible for 
free and reduced lunch or do not 
have transportation should email 
pgrupka@lew-port.com to make 
other arrangements. All infor-
mation is posted on the district 
homepage, www.lew-port.com.

This process will likely evolve 
during the days and weeks ahead. 
Please be patient as Lewiston-Por-
ter works through the logistics of 
this very important service. 

•As to public health and safety, 
absolutely every precaution is be-
ing taken to prevent the spread of 
COVID-19 within Lewiston-Por-
ter’s schools. However, we must 
all recognize that the possibility 
of illness exists, as there are posi-
tive cases within our community. 

Lewiston-Porter, together with 
the Niagara County Department 
of Health (NCDOH), is current-
ly dealing with three cases that 
were revealed to the district just 
prior to the start of school. None 

of these individuals were ever on 
campus. 

Gov. Andrew Cuomo and the 
New York State Department of 
Health (NYSDOH) just launched 
an online dashboard that will 
track real-time COVID-19 infec-
tions and testing operations of ev-
ery school and school district in 
the state. All COVID-19 positive 
cases will be reported to the new 
state website and the public will 
be able to view that website and 
search by district and building. 
“The COVID-19 Report Card” is 
now live at https://schoolcovi-
dreportcard.health.ny.gov/.

•In addition to the new dash-
board, school districts will also 
follow a new reporting require-
ment requiring a letter to be sent 
for all positive cases. In order to 
familiarize the community with 
the notifi cation requirement, 
Lewiston-Porter Superintendent 
Paul Casseri shared the letter pro-
vided by the Niagara County De-
partment of Health to all school 
districts to be used to report to 
the public.

Casseri stated, “I wanted you all 
to take a look at it and be aware 
of this communication scenario. If 
you were simply to receive such 
a letter without this background 
information it would be discon-
certing. I wanted the community 
to see it upfront.” The draft letter 
reads as follows: 

“Please be advised that an indi-
vidual in the [specify building(s)] 
has tested positive for COVID-19. 
The District has been in contact 
with the Niagara County De-
partment of Health (‘NCDOH’) 
regarding the situation, and the 
District is following all of the NC-
DOH’s directives and guidance to 
help prevent the potential spread 

of the virus. 
“The NCDOH is in the process 

of contact tracing all potentially 
affected individuals. You will 
hear directly from the NCDOH if 
you or your child(ren) are deter-
mined to be at potential risk, and 
you will be advised at that time 
if any particular steps or precau-
tions need to be taken. Please 
note that the District has cleaned 
and disinfected all potentially af-
fected areas and rooms. 

“This letter does not mean that 
you or your child(ren) were nec-
essarily exposed to or in close 
contact with the individual who 
tested positive for the virus. Rath-
er, we are simply informing you of 
the positive case. It is important 
that we all continue to comply 
with established health and safe-
ty protocols like social distanc-
ing, face coverings, good hygiene 
practices and monitoring for 
symptoms, among other equally 
important preventative tech-
niques. If you or your child(ren) 
do experience any symptoms of 
COVID-19, please stay home and 
contact your physician. 

“We ask that you please respect 
and honor the privacy of any in-
dividual in our school community 
who has tested positive and, in-
stead, focus on the measures that 
we know to be effective in stop-
ping the spread of the virus.”

It is essential to realize that 
positive cases will not necessar-
ily shut a building or the district 
down. Lewiston-Porter will wait 
for NYSDOH and NCDOH to 
confi rm the threshold for closure, 
and to determine the length of a 
closure (resulting in a shift to re-
mote learning). These decisions 
would all be in conjunction with 
the Niagara County Department 

of Health. NCDOH is conducting 
all COVID-19 testing and contract 
tracing in all Niagara County 
school districts, including Lewis-
ton-Porter.

Again, notifi cation of a positive 
case does not mean that your 
child was necessarily exposed to 
or even in close contact with the 
individual who tested positive. 
NCDOH will contact you directly 
if your child is determined to be 
at potential risk, and you will be 
advised at that time if any particu-
lar steps or precautions need to 
be taken. 

Please also familiarize your fam-
ily with the “Return to School/
Work Flowchart.” The chart is 
posted directly to the Lewiston-
Porter website.

If your child presents symp-
toms in school, Lew-Port school 
nurses will discuss the next steps 
with the family based on the guid-
ance in this fl owchart. Please 
note that, in every scenario, proof 
of a negative COVID-19 test is a 
fi nal requirement for a return to 
work or school. This guidance is 
required by the Niagara County 
Department of Health.

Lewiston-Porter recognizes 
that this is not mandated for 
schools in other counties, but 
we must follow the guidelines re-
quired in our county by our DOH. 
NCDOH is steadfast in its position 
that a return to work or school for 
any employee or student showing 
COVID-19 symptoms will require 
a doctor’s note, proof of a nega-
tive COVID-19 test, and resolu-
tion of the symptoms. 

We will continue to work close-
ly with NCDOH to keep our en-
tire school community safe. 

Lewiston Town Board work sessions return
New helipad eyed for Mount St. Mary’s Hospital

BY TERRY DUFFY
Editor-in-Chief

The Lewiston Town Board re-
turned to its monthly work ses-
sion schedule Monday following 
breaks to allow for COVID-19 so-
cial distancing protocols and the 
summer months. 

The session itself was rather 
brief and included a number of 
procedural matters. Among them 
was the scheduling of a public 

hearing 6 p.m. Monday, Sept. 
28, to discuss an application for 
a proposed helipad at Mount St. 
Mary’s Hospital on Military Road. 

“There is a concept plan that’s 
been submitted and the applicant 
has made it though the Planning 
Board phase before the Town 
Board. But it requires a hearing 
for the concept plan approval,” 
commented Thomas Seaman, at-
torney for the town. 

The hearing went on to be ap-
proved by the Town Board with 
little discussion. 

Next, Councilman John Jacoby 
updated the board on the Patios 
at Essex Ridge subdivision. He 
said the application from the Sa-
varino Construction developers 
on infrastructure-related issues 
remained incomplete. “The Pa-
tios at Essex Ridge, we’ve been 
waiting for a compliance letter 
to our concerns; we don’t have it 
yet. So, we’ll have to table it.”

Seaman explained, “There was 
some conversation; I think that 
many of the board members do 
know what the applicant is seek-
ing, but they have never actually 

made an application. They haven’t 
sent an application or made any 
type of offi cial record that they 
are seeking anything. So, I don’t 
know how we can move forward 
on anything until they make 
some type of request to the Town 
Board.”

Town Engineer Robert Lannon 
said he had reached out to the 
developers, but has yet to receive 
any response back. “There’s no 
issue with it to my knowledge; it’s 
just that they haven’t complied.” 

“I have fi elded any complaints,” 
Jacoby said. He noted he did re-
ceive earlier phone calls, but the 
matter has settled down among 
residents. Jacoby said he couldn’t 

understand the lack of response 
from the developer.

The Town Board went on to 
table the matter.

Wrapping up, Lewiston Police 
Chief Frank Previte announced 
LPD is the recipient of a new 
Datamaster unit intended for in-
offi ce investigations of driving 
while intoxicated arrests by offi -
cers. 

“It’s for the Datamaster; it’s the 
instrument we use – not roadside, 
but we have actually in the offi ce. 
It’s to test for DWIs. It’s given 
to us by the state; it will be no 
cost to the town, training-wise or 
maintenance-wise, as well,” Pre-
vite said. “One of the reasons that 
were even considered for this is 
because our numbers are so high 
as far as department productivity-
wise, as far as DWI enforcement 
in the area. It is a testament to the 
offi cers, as well.”
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